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As this is my first appearance in the Security Council, allow me to start by saying it is a deep
honor to represent the United States at the United Nations. I look forward to working with all
Security Council members on the full range of challenges and opportunities that confront us.
President Obama is committed to building strong international partnerships to tackle global
challenges in particular, enhancing global peace and security; combating terrorism and
proliferation; addressing climate change; preventing genocide; alleviating poverty and promoting
sustainable development; and supporting respect for human rights, democracy and human
dignity.
These are shared challenges that no single nation can successfully tackle alone.
They require common action based on a common purpose and a vision of shared security, even
when we have differences.
The United Nations is indispensible for advancing these goals and making our world a better,
safer place.
Mr. President, I want to thank you for hosting this important meeting. And, I want to thank
today's speakers for their briefings to the Security Council and more importantly for the work
they do every day to promote adherence to international humanitarian law and the protection of
civilians. ()
The United States is deeply concerned Mr. President about the loss of Palestinian and Israeli
life in recent weeks and the tragic suffering of Palestinian civilians, who require urgent
humanitarian and reconstruction assistance. Violations of international humanitarian law have
been perpetrated by Hamas through its rocket attacks against Israeli civilians in southern Israel
and the use of civilian facilities to provide protection for its terrorist attacks. There have also
been numerous allegations made against Israel some of which are deliberately designed to
inflame. We expect Israel will meet its international obligations to investigate and we also call
upon all members of the international community to refrain from politicizing these important
issues.
Mr. President, we must find more effective means to protect innocent civilians around the world.
In the Democratic Republic of the Congo, the fighting rages on and is reported to have resulted
directly or indirectly in more than 5 million deaths, as well as countless rapes, sexual assaults,
recruitment of child soldiers, and other major human rights violations.
The Uganda Lord's Resistance Army has for many years terrorized civilian populations and is
responsible for a major humanitarian crisis today in the region. In Sudan, the genocide in Darfur
continues. More than two and a half million persons have fled their homes and hundreds of
thousands have died in the conflict to date. Recent fighting between rebels and government
forces have put countless civilian lives at risk and the Government of Sudan continues its
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campaign of bombing innocent civilians. In both the Congo and Sudan, all parties to the conflict
must stop the killing and abide by their obligations under international humanitarian law.
The United States is determined to act to prevent such violations of international humanitarian
law. This means, in practical terms, preventing conflicts in the first place, keeping existing
conflicts from escalating to mass atrocities, acting early and decisively when they occur, and
ensuring that peacebuilding and post-conflict assistance consolidates peace durably once
conflict ends. As agreed to by member states in 2005 and by the Security Council in 2006, the
international community has a responsibility to protect civilian populations from violations of
international humanitarian law when states are unwilling or unable to do so. But this
commitment is only as effective as the willingness of all nations, large and small, to take
concrete action.
The United States takes this responsibility seriously, and I look forward to the General
Assembly's upcoming discussion of the Secretary-General's report on the responsibility to
protect
.
Mr. President, the United Nations is at the center of our collective efforts to promote respect for
international humanitarian law.
Through peacekeeping, the United Nations protects vulnerable populations and helps to end
violent conflict. Through the promotion of accountability, the United Nations helps to end
impunity. Through the provision of humanitarian assistance, the United Nations reduces human
suffering. ()
The ad hoc war crimes tribunals for the Former Yugoslavia and Rwanda, and the hybrid
tribunals in Sierra Leone and Cambodia, are actively prosecuting crimes involving violations of
international humanitarian law. The International Criminal Court, which has started its first trial
this week, looks to become an important and credible instrument for trying to hold accountable
the senior leadership responsible for atrocities committed in the Congo, Uganda, and Darfur. ()
Mr. President, we call on all parties and all governments to live up to their commitments under
international humanitarian law, abide by all Security Council resolutions, and cooperate with
international investigations to end impunity for war crimes and crimes against humanity.
The United States is steadfast in its commitment to safeguard human rights and end violations
of international humanitarian law, both in conjunction with the United Nations, and through our
other efforts throughout the world. Beyond this commitment, however, is a pledge by the United
States to work together with the United Nations and international organizations such as the
ICRC, in a new era in support for international humanitarian law. It is in this spirit of cooperation
and determination that we will seek to use this body of international law to minimize human
suffering and protect vulnerable populations.
US UN Permanent Mission Transcript: http://www.isria.info/en/diplo_29january2009_48.htm
Associated Press Article: http://www.buffalonews.com/nationalworld/international/story/564163
.html
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