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Since the adoption on 20 December 2012 of United Nations
Security Council’s resolution 2085, approving the deployment of an international support
mission in Mali (AFISMA) and the training on human rights of Malian security forces, the
situation has evolved. French and Malian armies have engaged a military intervention and have
widely deployed in Northern Mali.(…)
Amongst the first decisions, States members of the African Union, complying with ECOWAS’
decision, approved the sending of more military forces and the deployment of human rights
observers, in coordination with the African Commission for Human and People’s Rights
(ACHPR). (…)
The European Union has committed to deliver humanitarian assistance and deploy a mission
in charge of contributing to the training of Malian military, including on international humanitarian
law, civilians protection and human rights. Furthermore, EU has planned financial and logistical
support for the deployment of AFISMA, the gradual recovery of development aid, paired up with
concrete measures of assistance in the implementation of the roadmap.
FIDH, its member organisation in Mali, AMDH, and UIDH welcome commitments made by Mali
and international community for a solution to the crisis in Mali and call them for the
implementation of a genuine and effective coordination of their interventions for the purpose of
ensuring the respect of international humanitarian law and human rights, helping the
strengthening of those rights and contributing to the fight against impunity.
Resolving the conflict
FIDH, AMDH and UIDH call for the utmost vigilance on still-existing risks of terrorist or acts of
destabilisation coming from armed groups, perpetration of human rights’ violations or political
instability as a result of these potential attacks in Mali and the sub-region. Our organisations call
upon all stakeholders in the region and international bodies to ensure that their fight against
terrorism complies with the respect of human rights, launches democratic processes and goes
along with development politics able to combat. extremisms
Financing
Our organisations welcome the results that came out of the donors’ conference. We call upon
the international community to quickly decide of the structure for the coordination of their
financial support to Mali. We also encourage them to secure the remaining funds needed to
ensure a complete support to the stabilisation of Mali.
(…)
Training of military forces to human rights
Our organisations welcome decisions taken by Malian authorities, and supported by the United
Nations Security Council, allowing the training of Malian military forces on human rights and
international humanitarian law. We also welcome as the commitment made by the European
Union to contribute to this training through the deployment of an EU Training Mission (EUTM).
In this context our organisations call for: the United Nations, the African Union and the
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ECOWAS to ensure that all troops deployed receive a training on the protection of human rights
and international humanitarian law ;
trainers to be
legal experts with field experience of prevention, monitoring or treatment of human rights
violations in time of armed conflict ;
trainings to actually contribute, at each step of interventions (planning, commanding, running
and monitoring); the establishment of guarantees allowing prevention, monitoring, remediation
and reporting of violations human rights violations ;
trainings to go along with regular public reporting (with short intervals between reports to allow
an effective monitoring of operations) on training activities carried out, measures taken and
results achieved on human rights’ protection.
Human rights’ observers
Our organisations welcome the announcement of the deployment of United Nations and
African Union observers on the ground, in charge of investigating on the evolution of the human
rights situation in Mali. We particularly call for these observers to: be deployed in a sufficient
number to cover the entire territory and all operations; work under a common management, in
close cooperation with trainers of military forces; monitor, document and, if required, denounce
human rights’ violations committed by all parties; be able to investigate on human rights’
violations that occurred on the entire Malian territory, beyond provisions made by resolution
2085; accompany Malian authorities in their work of prevention, documentation, repression and
redress of human rights’ violations and in the preparation of the justice, truth and reconciliation
process as determined in the roadmap, in close cooperation with the International Criminal
Court; grant a particular attention to gender-based crimes; work in close cooperation with civil
society, in particular Malian human rights’ organisations.
Sanctions
To complete the battery of measures defining missions granted to military forces involved in
operations and in order to reduce the risk of human rights violations, our organisations call upon
the United Nations Security Council to announce that actors alleged to be responsible for
human rights violations and who would refuse to cooperate with authorities and mechanisms for
fighting impunity, may be subject to individual sanctions.
Political roadmap
Our organisations welcome the adoption by Malian authorities of a roadmap for the transition
and the commitment made to hold general elections in the near future. We also welcome the
support allowed by the multidisciplinary presence of the United Nations in Bamako and bilateral
engagements taken by other States of the international community, in favour of the
establishment of the rule of law and the implementation of the roadmap for the transition.
(…)
Lastly, our organisations call upon the United Nations Security Council and Human Rghts
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Council, to establish an international and independent monitoring on the evolution of human
rights in Mali. This mechanism would ensure a follow-up of recommendations addressed by the
United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights to Malian authorities, coordinate
recommendations of all observers deployed on the ground, support the Malian government in
the implementation of the roadmap and report to the Security Council and Human Rights
Council.
See the full article here .
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