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Washington
, D.C.— Recent fighting in South Sudan -- marked by evident war crimes and crimes against
humanity -- must be resolved through an inclusive peace process, according to a newly
released Enough Project field dispatch authored by Enough Co-Founder John Prendergast. The
report, based on interviews in South Sudan and site visits to places where mass atrocities
appear to have occurred, documents the impact of fighting between government and opposition
forces and allied militias.
The report, “
Peace Must Come Soon
”, documents the aftermath of violence in the towns of Bor and Juba, with eyewitness accounts
from displaced civilians and others on the scene. Heavy fighting and targeted attacks have
displaced over 900,000 people, and the International Crisis Group estimates that over ten
thousand have been killed since fighting broke out in December.
Now, the bulk of the fighting is taking place in the Greater Upper Nile region, including in
Unity, Jonglei,and Upper Nile states, comprising all of South Sudan’s significant oilfields. While
the conflict was sparked by political disputes, the report states that the mobilization of forces by
politicians on the basis of ethnicity has fueled and deepened inter-communal conflict.
Recruitment of soldiers, including a large number of child soldiers, has continued even after the
now-collapsed cessation of hostilities agreement, with a mass mobilization of Nuer militia in
Greater Upper Nile and the launch of the government’s recruitment drive throughout South
Sudan.
(…)
As negotiations stall in Addis Ababa, the report argues for the preparation
of a more inclusive peace process that addresses governance, accountability and reconciliation,
security sector reform, and regional interests, citing the crucial role of civil society, political
parties and regional partners in consultations and decision-making. Additionally, the report
emphasizes the U.S. and international community’s role in supporting negotiations by deploying
incentives and pressures to leverage the warring parties toward peace.
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