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Ten
s of thousands of people have fled a new wave of attacks and ruthless killings by armed groups
and government forces in northwestern Central African Republic (CAR), the international
medical humanitarian organization Doctors Without Borders/Médecins Sans Frontières (MSF)
said today.
More than 30,000 people are displaced in the town of Bossangoa, and thousands in
surrounding areas. All are living in precarious conditions with limited or no access to shelter,
clean water, food, and sanitation. MSF calls for all armed groups to respect the safety of
civilians, medical staff, and aid workers, and for an urgent increase in humanitarian assistance.
"In the last month, we have treated more than 60 people in Bossangoa—including women and
children—for injuries that are the result of violence, largely gunshot and machete wounds," said
Erna Rijinierse, an MSF surgeon. "More than 80 percent of surgeries have been for wounds that
are conflict-related. We are horrified by what we are seeing, including burnt villages and
appalling scenes of murder. Those who are fleeing are in desperate need of assistance, as well
as the sense of protection that the presence of aid agencies can bring," she said.
MSF has received numerous firsthand accounts of attacks based on religious identity. In one
incident, armed men reportedly executed eight people who were separated from a larger group
fleeing by truck. In another, two men were targeted and killed in a village, prompting many of
their coreligionists to take flight.
In this climate of fear and violence, people are fleeing for their lives into the bush or gathering in
large groups to seek safety. In Bossangoa, an estimated 28,000 people are sheltering in a
Catholic mission, far exceeding its capacity. Other nearby displaced groups include 1,000
people seeking shelter next to an airstrip, about 400 people in a school and 1,200 people in a
hospital, effectively turning half of the building into a makeshift camp.
(…)
Armed conflict has been reported in recent weeks in Bouca and Garga in northwestern CAR
and Mbaiki in the southwest of the country. In Bouca, MSF continues to assist 400 families who
have been living in one compound since their houses were burned down in September. In all its
facilities, MSF treats people based on medical need, regardless of political, religious, or any
other affiliation.
Civilians, medical staff, and humanitarian workers have all been subject to physical aggression
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and attack. MSF has directly witnessed the execution of a local health worker, as well as
multiple violent attacks on other humanitarian personnel.
CAR has experienced decades of political-military conflict that have caused a chronic
humanitarian and health emergency. Following the March 2013 coup d'état led by the Seleka
rebel alliance, the situation has deteriorated even further as deadly clashes between armed
groups and government forces continue in different areas of the country.
The conflict exacerbates a health system already suffering from a lack of qualified staff and few
public facilities outside the capital. Shortages of essential medicines are frequent and many
people cannot afford to pay fees required for treatment.
(…)
Read the
full statement
.
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