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New
satellite images of Aleppo
provide the most recent evidence of how the protracted conflict in Syria is resulting in massive
human rights violations against the civilian population which is bearing the brunt of the spiralling
violence, displacement, and humanitarian crisis.
The new analysis – one of the most comprehensive satellite image analyses of an active conflict
zone to date – shows alarming trends in how the conflict is being fought: with utter disregard for
the rules of International Humanitarian Law, causing extensive destruction, death, and
displacement. The analysis was produced by the American Association for the Advancement of
Science (AAAS) in collaboration with the Science for Human Rights program of Amnesty
International. (…)
By documenting the vast damage to Aleppo’s infrastructure since that warning was issued, the
newly released analysis conducted by the AAAS leaves little question as to a significant cause
for the staggering displacement of half of the city’s population: a campaign of indiscriminate air
bombardment by government forces, which have also reduced entire areas to rubble and killed
and maimed countless civilians. (…)
With analysis of seven new images over a nine month period (early September 2012 to late
May 2013), the project represents the most comprehensive physical damage assessment of
Syria’s largest city to date. (…)
End the International Paralysis
Combined with Amnesty International’s own field research and citizen video, the satellite image
analysis adds to a growing body of evidence of potential war crimes in the conduct of the Syria
conflict. Amnesty International has repeatedly called on the U.N. Security Council to refer the
situation in Syria to the Prosecutor of the International Criminal Court, which would send an
unequivocal message to the parties that anyone committing or ordering war crimes or crimes
against humanity will be held accountable.(…)
To read the full article, click
here
.
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