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On 27 March, the BRICS countries (Brazil, Russia, India, China and South Africa) met in
Durban, South Africa for a summit focusing on the BRICS and Africa: Partnership for
Development, Integration and Industrialisation. See the following excerpts from the
declaration made following the summit:
1. We, the leaders of the Federative Republic of Brazil, the Russian Federation, the
Republic of India, the People’s Republic of China and the Republic of South Africa, met in
Durban, South Africa, on 27 March 2013 at the Fifth BRICS Summit. Our discussions took place
under the overarching theme, “BRICS and Africa: Partnership for Development, Integration and
Industrialisation”. (…)
26. We express our deep concern with the deterioration of the
security and humanitarian situation in Syria and condemn the increasing violations of human
rights and of international humanitarian law as a result of continued violence. We believe that
the Joint Communiqué of the Geneva Action Group provides a basis for resolution of the Syrian
crisis and reaffirm our opposition to any further militarization of the conflict. A Syrian-led political
process leading to a transition can be achieved only through broad national dialogue that meets
the legitimate aspirations of all sections of Syrian society and respect for Syrian independence,
territorial integrity and sovereignty as expressed by the Geneva Joint Communiqué and
appropriate UNSC resolutions. We support the efforts of the UN-League of Arab States Joint
Special Representative. In view of the deterioration of the humanitarian situation in Syria, we
call upon all parties to allow and facilitate immediate, safe, full and unimpeded access to
humanitarian organisations to all in need of assistance. We urge all parties to ensure the safety
of humanitarian workers. (…)
Read full declaration .
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