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Former detainees and
defectors have identified the locations, agencies responsible, torture methods used, and, in
many cases, the commanders in charge of 27 detention facilities run by Syrian intelligence
agencies, Human Rights Watch said in a multimedia report released today. The systematic
patterns of ill-treatment and torture that Human Rights Watch documented clearly point to a
state policy of torture and ill-treatment and therefore constitute a crime against humanity.
The 81-page report,
“Torture Archipelago: Arbitrary Arrests, Torture and Enforced Disappearances in Syria’s
Underground Prisons since March 2011”
is based on more than 200 interviews conducted by Human Rights Watch since the beginning
of anti-government demonstrations in
Syria
in March 2011. The report includes maps locating the detention facilities, video accounts from
former detainees, and
sketches
of torture techniques described by numerous people who witnessed or experienced torture in
these facilities. (…)
Human Rights Watch called on the United Nations Security Council to refer the situation in
Syria to the International Criminal Court (ICC) and to adopt targeted sanctions against officials
credibly implicated in the abuses. (…)
The individuals who carried out or ordered crimes
against humanity bear individual criminal responsibility under international law, as do those in a
position of command whose subordinates committed crimes that they were aware of or should
have been aware of and failed to prevent or punish. This command responsibility would apply
not only to the officials overseeing detention facilities, but also to the heads of intelligence
agencies, members of government, and the head of state, President Bashar al-Assad.
Because Syria has not ratified the Rome Statute, which created the ICC, the court will only
have jurisdiction if the UN Security Council adopts a resolution referring the situation in Syria to
the court. Russia and China have previously blocked Security Council efforts to push for
accountability. (…)
Read the full report.
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