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(…)
The African Union (AU) should put pressure on Libya to comply with the African Court's order to
halt attacks on civilians, Human Rights Watch said today. The ruling, on March 25, 2011, was
the first against a state by the African Court on Human and Peoples' Rights (the African Court).
The African Court, in response to an application from the African Commission on Human and
Peoples' Rights alleging serious and massive violations of human rights in Libya, ordered Libya
to "immediately refrain from any action that would result in loss of life or violation of physical
integrity of persons." It instructed Libya to report on the measures taken to implement the order
within 15 days, but Libya has neither halted the attacks nor responded, Human Rights Watch
said. (…)
(…) The AU's ongoing efforts at mediation in Libya are commendable, but do not lessen Libya's
obligations under the African Charter on Human and Peoples' rights and the protocol
establishing the African Court, Human Rights Watch said.
The application to the court from the African Commission on Human and Peoples' Rights
presented strong evidence of serious and widespread violations of human rights in Libya. These
include the unlawful detention of opponents, indiscriminate shooting of demonstrators, and
excessive use of heavy weapons and machine guns against the population. The Court ordered
provisional measures based on a finding that the Libyan case was of extreme gravity and
urgency.
"The African Union bears primary responsibility for ensuring enforcement by its member states
of all decisions by the African Court," Bekele said. "The ongoing conflict in the country does not
give Libya any excuses to continue human rights violations." (…)
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