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Over the past two years, the Enough Project and the Satellite Sentinel Project, or SSP, have
used DigitalGlobe satellite imagery and on-the-ground research to gather information that could
serve as evidence of the Sudanese government’s responsibility for war crimes and crimes
against humanity in its South Kordofan and Blue Nile states. The level and extent of evidence
set out in our reports supports referring the situation in Sudan’s two southern states to the
International Criminal Court, or ICC, for further investigation and prosecution. So that the
evidence can be collected as quickly and effectively as possible, even in the absence of such a
referral, the United Nations should immediately establish an impartial commission of inquiry to
carry out an investigation into the likely war crimes, crimes against humanity, and torture, which
our evidence suggests are taking place in South Kordofan and Blue Nile.
This report offers a legal characterization of some of SSP’s main findings between April 2011
and the present. Given the limitations imposed by cloud cover and other logistical hurdles, it is
impossible to know how many other atrocity crimes went undocumented during that period. The
acts discussed in this report are likely only an outline of the realities on the ground in South
Kordofan and Blue Nile, and DigitalGlobe satellites continue to monitor the situation alongside
citizen journalists operating in the two areas. The international community must do more to
investigate the war crimes, crimes against humanity, and torture being perpetrated by
Sudanese government forces against their own people. If implemented quickly, a commission of
inquiry and the involvement of the International Criminal Court prosecutor could serve as a
substantial deterrent force against future violence.
Read the
full report
.
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