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(…) We urge for both governments to be called to account for the violent actions that have led
to the present crisis in Abyei. Attacks allegedly led by the Sudan People’s Liberation Army
(SPLA) on Sudan Armed Forces (SAF) and United Nations peacekeepers have resulted in an
aggressively disproportionate response from the SAF. This response has included deployment
of dozens of tanks into Abyei town and the shelling and bombing of civilian areas, as well as the
burning and looting of civilian properties. The attack has exacerbated the existing humanitarian
concerns in Abyei, leading to UN estimates of 40,000 civilians displaced,1 and has generated
new and negative anxieties regarding the status of Blue Nile and Southern Kordofan.
We ask the AU to enhance its leadership role and urge the two governments to work to a
peaceful resolution of the crisis in Abyei and tensions in Blue Nile and Southern
Kordofan.
The AU should call for the full implementation of the Kadugli Agreement and ask the leaders of
the Governments of Sudan and South Sudan to take all necessary steps to de-escalate the
crisis in Abyei. We are encouraged that the AUHIP has facilitated the signing of a Joint Position
Paper on Border Security by both Sudanese parties on May 30. We hope these discussions of a
Common Border Zone can be expanded upon to address the status of Abyei, Blue Nile and
Southern Kordofan. We recommend that the Abyei crisis and the situation of Blue Nile and
Southern Kordofan take priority on the agenda of the impending meeting that the African Union
High Level Implementation Panel (AUHIP) will be convening.
We ask the AU to extend full political support to the AUHIP to ensure it can successfully
mediate negotiations. The AU should also encourage goodwill between Sudan and South
Sudan in these final months of the CPA, by taking the lead in proposing a road map for the
resolution of outstanding issues.
Concerned governments and intergovernmental bodies should stand firm in their insistence for
peace among all Sudanese people. We welcome the AU’s concern about the humanitarian
consequences of the conflict and ask you to call on the leaders of Sudan and South Sudan to
fulfill their protection of civilian obligations and work towards restoring security in Abyei.
A peaceful resolution to the Abyei crisis is essential to ensuring the smooth transition to
independence of South Sudan. (…)
See
full letter
.
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