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Two
years after the outbreak of violence in Syria, humanitarian needs are greater than ever. Civilians
continue to bear the brunt of the armed conflict and are struggling to survive hardship on a daily
basis. They endure fierce fighting and a steady deterioration of living conditions, with no end in
sight to their suffering.
''Hundreds are dying daily in Syria. Millions have been displaced inside the country while others
have fled to neighboring countries to live in harsh conditions,” said Robert Mardini, Head of
Operations for the Near and Middle East at the International Committee of the Red Cross
(ICRC). “Tens of thousands are missing or detained. Families are desperately seeking their
loved ones, with no information available as to their whereabouts. Health standards have fallen
dramatically, medical facilities have been targeted and health workers killed, intimidated or
detained while trying to save lives. Property and infrastructure have been severely damaged,
leaving large areas in rubble.'' (…)
"It is deplorable that high numbers of civilian casualties are now a daily occurrence to which
people are unfortunately getting accustomed", said Mardini. "Many atrocities against civilians
have been reported or witnessed over the past two years and we have also seen indiscriminate
attacks against civilians and the targeting of health-care personnel and aid workers. These
ongoing violations of international humanitarian law and of basic humanitarian principles by all
sides must stop".
The parties to the conflict have not come close to a political solution, nor has the international
community succeeded in negotiating an end to this armed conflict. At the same time and despite
huge efforts made by a handful of humanitarian organizations on the ground, the aid provided to
the Syrian people is far from meeting the ever growing needs. (…)
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