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The United Nations Security Council met on 31 January in an extraordinary session on the
situation in Syria, with Council members debating the recent draft resolution circulated by
Morocco. The Council was briefed by the Sheik Hamad bin Jassim bin Jabr al-Thani, Prime
Minister and Minister of Foreign Affairs of Qatar, and Nabil Elaraby, Secretary-General of the
League of Arab States.
The Qatari Prime Minister expounded Syria in his address to the Council for avoiding
cooperation with the Arab League and failing to implement multiple initiatives by the
organization to resolve the crisis. Instead, al-Thani stated that, “the only solution available to it
[the Syrian government] was to kill its own people. The fact of the matter is that bloodshed has
continued and the killing machine is still at work.”
Both al-Thani and Arab League
Secretary-General Elaraby were resolute in making clear that the draft resolution being
negotiated by the Council was not a pretext for military intervention in Syria, and included no
such authorization to use force in the country. Stressing the importance of a peaceful political
settlement of the crisis, Elaraby urged the Council in his remarks to support the current Arab
League initiative by passing the draft resolution.
US Secretary of State Hillary Clinton, French Minister of Foreign Affairs Alain Juppé, UK
Foreign Secretary William Hague, and Ministers from Germany, Portugal, Guatemala and
Morocco also addressed the Council, highlighting the importance attached to the Council’s
deliberations of this draft resolution on the situation in Syria. (...)
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