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The
rapes of hundreds of people in eastern Democratic Republic of the Congo (DRC) last year
could be considered crimes against humanity and war crimes, according to a new United
Nations report, which urges the Government to bring the perpetrators to justice.
The report
concluded
that about 200 combatants from two rebel groups, the Democratic Forces for the Liberation of
Rwanda (FDLR) and the Mayi Mayi Sheka, “systematically attacked civilians” in 13 villages in
Walikale territory in North Kivu province between 30 July and 2 August 2010, and “looted most
of these villages, raped hundreds of civilians, mostly women, but also men and children, and
abducted more than a hundred people who were subjected to forced labour.”
“By using rape as a weapon of war, as a mean of terror and to ensure the enslavement of
civilians,” the armed groups breached the Geneva conventions, according to the report,
co-authored by investigators from the UN Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights (
OHCHR
) and the UN peacekeeping mission in the DRC (
MONUSCO
).
By using rape as a weapon of war, as a mean of terror and to ensure the enslavement of
civilians,” the armed groups breached the Geneva conventions, according to the report,
co-authored by investigators from the UN Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights
(OHCHR) and the UN peacekeeping mission in the DRC (MONUSCO).
“Due to the fact that these attacks were well-planned in advance and carried out in a
systematic, targeted manner, the exactions committed could constitute crimes against
humanity and war crimes,” which are under the jurisdiction of the International Criminal Court
(ICC), the report noted. (…)
See full press release and full MONUSCO/OHCHR report

1/1

