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Mme. President,

| would like to thank you on behalf of my Delegation for organizing this
debate on an issue which lies at the heart of the concern of the international
community and was also addressed at the World Summit in September last
year by the Heads of States and Governments .

| also wish to express our appreciation to the Under-Secretary-General for
Humanitarian Affairs, Mr. Jan Egeland, for his detailed presentation of
recent problems and challenges concerning civilian protection.

Greece aligns itself with the statement that the Austrian Permanent
Representative will make shortly on behalf of the European Union. | aso
would like subscribe to the statement to be made by Slovenia on behalf of
the Human Security Network.

Mme President,

Despite the many and persistent efforts of the United Nations in this field,
the humanitarian situation in some parts of the world, such as Darfur
(Sudan), Cote D’Ivoire, DRC, has not improved and the civilian population
continues to suffer massive and systematic abuses.

The UN High Commissioner as well asthe various Reports of the Secretary
General highlight the serious problem of serious human rights violations
against civilians and vulnerable groups. Gender-based violence against
women and girls, forcible recruitment of children and child abduction
continues to be amajor problem. Asaresult of this violence and the serious
obstacles to the freedom of movement of humanitarian workers, thousands
of people have been displaced or redisplaced, and on many occasions, are
left with limited access to humanitarian aid.

Mme President,

In the past six years the issue of the protection of civilians in armed conflict
has gained prominence in the Security Council's decisions and discussions
regarding the design of its peacekeeping operations in the field. The adoption
last April of resolution 1674, on the initiative of the UK delegation, is
indicative of the Council's determination to address this issue in a
comprehensive and consistent manner in its future practice.

The resolution addresses a range of key issues, which are critical for the
protection of civilians, and have a direct impact on durable peace and



reconciliation. | would like to highlight some of these issues, which in our
view deserve special attention.

-First the resolution underlines the obligation of all parties to the conflict to
strictly comply with international law, including international humanitarian
law, human rights law and refugee law. We firmly believe that compliance
with international rule of law is the most effective guarantee for the safety of
civilian population. In this respect, we urge States, which have not yet
ratified all the treaties relating to the protection of civilians and, particularly,
the Geneva Conventions of 1949 and their Additional Protocols of 1977, to

do so.

- Second the resolution emphasizes the importance of ending impunity by
the State concerned and its obligation to prosecute those responsible for war
crimes, genocide and crimes against humanity.

As impunity continues to be a major contributing factor to the worsening of
the humanitarian situation in many conflict situations, states concerned
should institute genuine criminal proceedings against those who commit
such violations. In this respect we would also like to underline the crucia
role of international justice and reconciliation mechanisms in the pursuit of
peace andjustice, and, particularly, of the ICC. We reiterate our call on the
Security Council to fully support the ICC in the accomplishment of its
difficult mission in Darfur.

-third the resolution stresses the primary responsibility of States to maintain
the security and civilian character of refugee and internally displaced
persons camps. It also mandates peacekeeping missions with the task to
protect civilians within their zone of operation.

We fully support these provisions. In our view if States cannot provide such
protection, the Security Council should authorize the deployment of robust
peacekeeping missions to protect civilians, including refugees and internally
displaced persons from targeted attacks. The voluntary and safe return of
refugees and internally displaced persons to their villages should also be part
of such protection. The mandates of peacekeeping missions should also
provide for the protection of witnesses.

-fourth the resolution urges all those concerned to allow full and unimpeded
access by humanitarian personnel to civilians in need, and to promote the
safety, security and freedom of movement of humanitarian personnel and
United Nations and its associated personnel.

Recent Security Council resolutions, in particular, on Liberia, Cote d’Ivoire,
DRC, incorporated such language. It is important however that the United



Nations develop a more coherent strategy to better implement these
resolutions. Regular reassessment of the implementation of the protection
mandates by peacekeeping operations, so as to reflect the changing needs
and priorities on the ground, is, in our view, an important requirement. More
clarity is also needed in interpreting those mandates into action, so that
protection is more effective.

Thetool of targeted sanctions, as part of a holistic strategy of the Council, in
supporting peace agreements, is also another means to protect civilians
against those who serioudly violate their human rights and freedoms.

-fifth 1 1 resolution underscores the importance of disarmament,
demobilization and reintegration of ex-combatants (DDR) in the protection
of civilians affected by armed conflict. It is obvious that civilians will never
be safe in conflict affected areas unless DDR process is effectively dealt
with. In this regard the Council should ensure that in its current and future
peacekeeping mandates there are provisions for effective measures for
DDR.

-We also believe that regional organisations can play a very important role
in the protection of civilians in armed conflict. This is particularly true for
the African Union and its role in the Darfur crisis. We fully subscribe to the
call for an urgent reinforcement of AMIS, to be able to respond to its
expanded mandate to protect civilians and IDPs.

Mme President,

The adoption of resolution 1674 proves the Security Council's commitment
to ensure the safety of civilians during armed conflict, and to provide a
secure environment conducive to lasting peace and security.

The Council should now implement the provisions of this resolution in a
more comprehensive and coherent manner in its practice.

Thank you Mme. President.
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Sra. Presidenta:

Nos complace poder atender esta segunda convocatoria, que realiza durante €l gercicio
de su presidenciaen este mes, a un debate abierto para dar seguimiento al tema de la proteccién
de civiles en conflictos armados, en particular a la implementacién de laresolucion 1674 (2006),

adoptadajustamente hoy hace tan sélo dos meses.

Agradecemos la informacién compartida y el documento de referencia preparado para
este debate, asi como la pertinente informacién facilitada por e Sr. Jan Egeland relativa a la
situacién actual y a recomendaciones concretas para garantizar el seguimiento adecuado de la
resolucion 1674.

Para Guatemala, el hecho de sostener el debate del diade hoy nos parece ya un avance en
cuanto a la implementacién ya que constituye una buena oportunidad paraenfocar la atencién de
nuestras labores en los desafios de la implementacién sobre € teneno y analizar lecciones
aprendidas y progresos realizados. Se consolida a nuestro parecer una préactica muy Wtil al
procurar debates semestrales paradialogar a nivel intergubernamental sobre la materia.

Sra. Presidenta:

Intentaré de forma breve compartir algunas ideas que desde la perspectiva de mi
Delegacion me gustaria destacar. Desde luego, tomando en consideracién que no hay formulas
preconcebidas y que cada caso amerita ser considerado de acuerdo con sus circunstancias y

particularidades.



En primer lugar, nos parece que se debe prestar especial atencién al papel activo que
puede desempaiiar la propia poblacién civil afectada que devienecrucia sobre todo en las etapas
posteriores a la emergenciay en donde las comunidades se convierten en los principales actores
de su propia recuperacion Y desarrollo a largo plazo. Su'participacion es esencial en ayudar a
salvar lo que queda de su comunidad al promover la reconstruccién del tejido social o0 apoyando
lareintegracion de personas desplazadas permanentementeen las comunidades de acogida.

En este sentido y como una segunda consideraciéon, nOS parece entonces que para que
podamos fijar objetivos realistascon los cuales se identifiquen todos los actores que participan de
los esfuerzos de protecciéon de civiles en conflictos armados, debe favorecerse el didlogo entre
todos los interesados y procurarse instancias que permitan SU interaccién, procurando asi una
mejor participacién de todos gjustada a los principiosde humanidad, neutralidad, imparcialidad e

independencia.

Esto me lleva al tercer aspecto que mi delegacién desea destacar y que se refiere a la
mejora de la coordinacicin y la cooperacion entre todos los actores. Sobre el particular, la
resolucién 1674, al reafirmar la importancia de continuar la practica de incorporar en todas las
misiones de paz, mandatos relativos a la proteccion de civiles, darles prioridad y garantizar su
implementacion, ofrece la oportunidad de seguir mejorando €l diseiio de la asistencia que preste
Naciones Unidas. Mi delegacion considera que en dicho disefio debe asegurarse la incorporacion
de mandatos quc aborden las nccesidades concrctas dc la proteccion y €l entorno posterior al
conflicto y en @ que se debe dar justo valor y consideracibn a la labor de los programas que
desempeiian los fondos, agencias y programas de Naciones Unidas. El establecimiento de un
mecanismo multisectorial con capacidad para reunir de manera sistematica datos e informacibn
relacionada con la proteccién de civiles, estamos de acuerdo, es una herramienta de mucha

utilidad.

Como cuarta reflexibn, mi delegacibn desea destacar la importancia de reconocer la
fortaleza 'y € rol de liderazgo que asumen las mujeres asi como los nifios Y nifias No sélo en la
reconstruccion sino en los procesos de mediacién y reconciliacibn. Es desafortunado que la
violencia sexual, € trafico y mutilaciéon de que son objeto no nos permita verlos mas que como
victimas. Sin embargo, las mujeres son agentes de cambio que en casos como el de Guatemala
han sido capaces de construir espacios para la prevencibn y resolucién de conflictos asi como en
los procesos de consolidacion de la paz. Por su parte, los nifios y adolescentes son el futuro de
una sociedad y de ellos depende la consolidacién de sociedades estables basadas en una cultura

de paz.
Sra. Presidenta:

No muy lejos de esta sala se celebra la conferencia de revisibn de los progresos
alcanzados en €l programade accibn para prevenir, combatir y erradicar el trafico ilicito de armas
pequefias y ligeras en todos sus aspectos. Es por ello que como quinto y ultimo punto mi
delegacion desea destacar la necesidad de tomar acciones para fortalecer los controles sobre
adquisicion y posesion civil de armas pequeiias Y ligeras, con miras, entre otros a prevenir el
desvio de armas legalmente adquiridas al mercado ilicito. Es evidente no sélo el dafio que
ocasionan alos civiles sino también el peligro que representan para los trabajadores humanitarios.
Nos parece que este es un tema en el que el Consejo de Seguridad, dentro de su mandato, debe
actuar de manera decidida.

Muchas Gracias,



