Eighth Open Debate on the Protection of Civilians: 11 November 2009

The Eighth Open Debate on the Protection of Civilians was held on 11 November 2009. Reiterating its commitment to prevent the victimization of civilians in armed conflict and putting an end to the continued violence against civilians, the Security Council unanimously adopted Resolution 1894, which makes specific reference to RtoP and contains the following paragraph on the norm:
Reaffirming the relevant provisions of the 2005 World Summit Outcome Document regarding the protection of civilians in armed conflict, including paragraphs 138 and 139 thereof regarding the responsibility to protect populations from genocide, war crimes, ethnic cleansing and crimes against humanity (…)
The RtoP principle was significantly featured during the debate by 14 Member States. In fact, Italy referred to RtoP by calling it a “cardinal achievement of the UN”, while Ireland states that it is “an important vehicle” for advancing the Protection of Civilians agenda. Member States from all over the world talked about the primary responsibility of the state to protect its civilians from mass atrocities, and the role of the international community to help States observe their protection obligations. The July 2009 GA debate on RtoP and the consequent GA resolution on RtoP were welcomed by a number of Member States, mainly European. 
